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eBee becomes Canada’s first compliant fixedwing drone
Mapping UAV’s new designation will help operators to boost their businesses
CheseauxLausanne, Switzerland / Canada, July 21, 2015 – Swiss professional drone
manufacturer, senseFly, today announced that its eBee has become the first fixedwing
system to be designated a ‘compliant small UAV’ by Transport Canada—a distinction that
moves organisations that use this drone a critical step closer to achieving Compliant
Operator status.
Canadian companies that employ drones for civilian applications must hold a Special Flight
Operations Certificate (SFOC), unless qualifying for an exemption. An SFOC typically
features an approved term of just one year and applies to a specific region.
However, holding an SFOC when an organisation has been granted Compliant Operator
status brings several additional benefits:
x

Greater geographical flexibility (including Canadawide)

x

A longer SFOC validity period of up to three years

x

Streamlined SFOC renewals (reducing an operator’s admin)

x

And priority placement in the SFOC application queue

Transport Canada currently recommends that all SFOC applicants work towards becoming
Compliant Operators, in order that their operations can continue smoothly in future when
further regulatory updates are due to be completed.
One of the key requirements for becoming a Compliant Operator is to employ a system that
Transport Canada has designated a ‘compliant small UAV’ (for more details see Transport
Canada’s Staff Instruction 623001 document). It is this designation that the senseFly eBee
has now been granted.
“The eBee becoming the first compliant fixedwing UAV in Canada is great news for civilian
drone operators,” said Felix Weber and Brett Findlater, the respective Presidents of Ag
Business & Crop, and Spatial Technologies (senseFly’s Canadian distribution partners).
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“This designation offers professionals who use an eBee today, such as land surveyors and
agricultural professionals, further credibility with their clients and a real advantage as they
work towards becoming compliant operators. Plus, it presents future operators with a clear
choice of mapping drone, since the eBee is a safe, reliable, easytouse system that comes
already Transport Canadaapproved.”
“Transport Canada’s eBee decision is testament to this product’s airworthiness,” added
JeanChristophe Zufferey, senseFly’s CEO. “It is also consistent with how aviation authorities
and legislators in other countries—such as the FAA in the U.S. and most recently in the
Philippines—view our drones; as reliable, professional and inherently safe.”
To learn more about the eBee, visit: https://www.sensefly.com/drones/ebee.html

About senseFly
At senseFly we develop and produce aerial imaging drones for professional applications.
Safe, ultralight and easy to use, these highly automated data collection tools are employed
by customers around the world in fields such as surveying, agriculture, GIS, industrial
inspection, mining and humanitarian aid.
senseFly was founded in 2009 by a team of robotics researchers and quickly became the
industry leader in mapping drones. Today we continue to lead the way in developing
situationally aware systems that help professionals make better decisions.
For more information, visit www.sensefly.com or follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn or Facebook.
senseFly is a Parrot company and a member of the Small UAV Coalition.
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